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We care for Hoke

exceptional CARE | personal ATTENTION

You no longer have to travel long distances to get great care.
Hoke Hospital brings Cape Fear Valley’s nationally recognized quality
to Hoke County and southwestern Cumberland County.

LEVEL 1
16-Bed Emergency Department
Cafeteria
Chapel
Coffee Shop
Admissions & Registration
Surgery Center with 2 Operating Rooms
Laboratory
Inpatient Pharmacy
Radiology, including Ultrasound
and 64-Slice CT
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CAPE FEAR VALLEY HEALTH

www.capefearvalley.com

LEVEL 2
Administration
Cardiac Testing
Pulmonary Testing
Conference Center
Health Information Management
Medical/Surgical Unit
4-Bed Intensive Care Unit
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy

.
-—
CAPE FEAR VALLEY
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attract growth.

Construction is nderway ona housing complex ng US.401.With 4 lane

Without Highway 401, where would Hoke be?

The four lanes of Highway 401
that span the 22.6 miles between
the Raeford city limit and the
Cumberland/Fayetteville line
have become the lifeline of Hoke

ithout Highway 401,
where would Hoke
County be today?

With Highway 401, where will
Hoke County go tomorrow?

RAEFORD EYE CLINIC

404 S. Main Street
Raeford, NC

Facility

. Charles T. Inman, O.D.

Suzanne W. Balfour,
Optician

. CLINIC HOURS

MONDAY -
THURSDAY
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

FRIDAY
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

County. Ever since the highway
was widened to four lanes in the
early 1990s, the road has served as
the major connector between Hoke
County and the rest of the world

— a direct line to Fayetteville and,
from Fayetteville, to Interstate 95
and points throughout the state and
beyond.

Commuters travel it daily, many
of them military members going
from their homes in Hoke to their
jobs on Fort Bragg. FedEx trucks
roll along it on the way to the ship-
ping hub. Ambulances rush past on
it, sirens wailing as they hurry to get
patients to the emergency rooms at
Hoke County’s two hospitals.

The highway is known to Hoke
residents as the fastest way to get
around the eastern part of the coun-
ty (except, perhaps, at rush hour).
However, for economic developers
and local elected officials, Highway
401 has held special significance for

the last decade: a major highway in
close proximity to the population
boom at Fort Bragg, a corridor for
trade and industry as well as travel,
the artery that could bring prosperi-
ty into Hoke — or the vein that could
see missed opportunities leave for
another location.

The Highway 401 corridor, as
the road and the property around
it is known to developers, is the
hottest property in Hoke County
today. Both Cape Fear Valley and
FirstHealth of the Carolinas chose
to build on the highway. The cor-
ridor has become an entity of its
own, given the highest priority with
regards to expanding utilities ser-
vice and marketed to companies as
a destination for future success.

In the 2016 issue of the Pulse,
we look at what the Highway 401
corridor is, what it means to Hoke
County, and where it could eventu-
ally take us.

In 2 way Walmart started it all.
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From the year 2000, 1t’s been about the 401 comdor

What'’s so special about a development corridor? What sets it
apart and makes it a viable part of a community’s future growth?
Hoke County Economic Development Director Don Porter talks
about the Highway 401 corridor, why it matters, and what'’s still to

come for all'of Hoke.

at exactly is a de-
velopment corridor,
anyway?

“A corridor is a section of your
county that is designated for a cer-
tain purpose,” according to econom-
ic development director Don Porter.

“In this case, we’re talking about
our 401 corridor, that’s from a
standpoint of business. The good
thing about that corridor is going
back as far as the 2000 census, that
corridor has always been identified
by the state, the Census Bureau re-
ally, as among the fastest-growing
corridors in the state of North Caro-
lina and I don’t think that’s changed
since 2000,” he said.

Hoke County’s Highway 401
corridor has seen the benefits of
both long-range planning and the
convergence of a number of factors
both in and outside of the county.
Ever since the United States Army
took a large chunk of the northern
part of the county for the Fort Bragg
military reservation in the early
1900s, Hoke has been closely tied
to the base and the neighboring city
of Fayetteville. For many years, Ra-
eford residents have spoken of the
two cities “growing together” with
businesses and housing springing
up in the miles between them.

When BRAC happened, it
seemed something long prophesied
was coming to pass. The close prox-
imity to Fort Bragg and Fayetteville
put Hoke County — especially the
401 corridor — in the bulls-eye for
rapid development.

“It’s sitting right there at Fort
Bragg. Fort Bragg is in that corridor
when you’re looking north. I don’t
see that changing any time soon,”
he said.

Up until now, the greatest amount
of growth has been in residential
housing, spurring concerns from
some residents that Hoke County
was in danger of becoming a bed-
room community for Fayetteville.
A lower tax rate than surrounding
areas and lots of available property
helped spur a housing boom along
the 401 corridor.

That can be a good thing, be-
cause commercial development,
especially retail stores and restau-
rants, wants to locate in communi-
ties where there are enough cus-
tomers to support those businesses.
When Hoke officials made a bid to
get Walmart to locate here about
15 years ago, the county lost out
because of its lower population; the
Walmart went to Gillis Hill.

A handful of years later, after

PRODUCTS
Fertilizer

*Crop Protection
#Soil Management

AN AGRICULTURAL
SERVICE COMPANY
Serving Hoke County
Since 1964

0 Seeds

SERVICES

*VTR Soil Testing
& Treating

*Soil Sampling

*Crop Nutrient
Management

2274 St. Pauls Rd. ¢ Raeford
www.fciag.com ¢ (910) 875-4277

BRAC, Walmart reconsidered and
built its second store on the High-
way 401 corridor, this time in Hoke
County.

The same is going to be true of
other businesses, Porter said.

“In due time, it could be two
years, three years, five years 'm
sure, the commercial piece is go-
ing to catch up with the residential
piece,” he said. “Obviously, our
wastewater treatment plant is going
to play a major part in that.”

Planning for the future

Even before BRAC, county lead-
ers saw the potential for growth and
development in the 401 corridor. It
was about 15 years ago that county
leaders started seriously discussing
the potential for construction along
the corridor, Porter said. It was one
necessary piece of encouraging
business in eastern Hoke County.

“We saw something for the
greater good. We didn’t know when
it would happen,” he said.

A designated corridor is treated
differently than other parts of a
community. It’s something that
Porter and other county officials can
use to market the county to compa-
nies that are looking for a place to
open their doors.

“First of all, the geographic
advantage of it, where it’s situated,
and the infrastructure. That’s the
bottom line,” he said.

Looking back at the early days of
development of the corridor, it was
the FedEx shipping hub that kick-
started the growth before BRAC

Z.part, Place, s Price
Z.7Party Place;z Price!
When you NEED IT RIGHT AWAY, come to the
AREA LEADER in auto parts & accessories ...

LIPPARD’S

even
began.

It was
FedEx
that first
got Hoke
leaders
looking

at putting
in a sewer
line along
the cor-
ridor, both
for the sake of that company and for
what they hoped would be future
development.

“We ended up doing the right
thing,” Porter said. “Now that those
two hospitals have been built out
there, now that they’re doing well,
you’re going to see more, see new
ground being broken.”

Porter said there are companies
interested in moving to Hoke, but
none of the projects are at a point
that he can announce them. There’s
a lot of secrecy surrounding upcom-
ing development because the com-
panies don’t like word to get out
about their business plans before
they make a final decision.

Porter said he can disclose that
there’s at least one more shopping
center planning to build on High-
way 401 in the near future, in addi-
tion to the shopping center already
under development near Stone
Gables apartments.

However, it’s not just about new
construction, but about what com-
panies actually open in those build-
ings, Porter said.

Don Porter

Auto Parts & Equipment, Inc.

Dickie Lippard « Marshall Jackson

Proudly Serving Raeford Since 1969
With Fast, Friendly Service

130 N. Main St. « Raeford, NC « 875-4414
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e Highway 401 corri-
dor will get at least one,
and more likely two,

new shopping centers in the near
future, with one already in prog-

ress near the Stone Gables apart-
ments close to the intersection of
Highway 401 and Pittman Grove
Church Road.

In December, the Hoke County
commissioners approved a permit
for a new 16-unit shopping center
that has two restaurants and a
clothing store already confirmed
as tenants, according to the
developer. Township Developers,
LLC of Pembroke plans to build
a 22,400-square-foot shopping
center on a 3.36-acre parcel of
property.

The plans have space for 16
stores, but it’s a “flex” building and
the space can be changed during
the development process to suit the
new possible tenants’ needs.

It’s too early to say exactly
what stores will locate in the

Two shopping centers likely in corridor

building, and construction isn’t in
full swing yet at the site.

Hoke residents will also get
a second shopping center in the
Highway 401 corridor sometime
in the next months, with eco-
nomic development officials able
to confirm that at least one more
developer is working on bringing
that project to the commission for
permit approval.

The shopping center’s devel-
opers will have to submit more
detailed plans as they get closer
to beginning construction. Retail
companies and restaurants often
do not announce their plans far
in advance of opening a new
storefront, so it may be some time
before residents learn what new
offerings Hoke will be getting.

The project will be completed
by Metcon, a company based
out of Pembroke that has worked
on multiple major projects in
Hoke County and throughout the
region.

Committed to Agriculture.

Committed to You.

« Farm Land Loans
o Agricultural Loans
« Farm Equipment Loans

« Recreational Property
& Horse Farms

Farm Credit
We put our profits in your pockets

Brian Johnson, Suzanne Malloy, Sharon Nichols and Ismael Avila
331 S. Main St. Raeford, NC 28376 | 910.875.6181
CapeFearFarmCredit.com T

Porter

“We don’t just want shopping
centers...you want a nice shopping
center, you want a shopping center
with stuff in it that you’re going to
be proud and glad to spend your
money on here in Hoke County, and
not have to go further out to buy,” he
said. “We have to make sure our data
is up to date. You can’t just have a
celebration because someone wants
to put a shopping center in. You
celebrate when you see the names
of the stores that are coming. In due
time, I think we’re going to see some
upscale restaurants out there.”

The economic development
director predicted that, before Hoke
sees upscale dining options, more
fast food chains are likely to pop up.

“People don’t like to hear this,
but I think you’ll see a little bit
more of what’s over on this end of
401 like McDonald’s, something
down there, but you have to start
somewhere,” Porter said.

For the county to attract nice
restaurants and businesses, the best
thing people can do is continue to
support the existing shops, he said.

As for his own focus for market-
ing the 401 corridor and the rest
of Hoke County, it’s time to return
to the classroom and crunch some
numbers.

What comes next?

“We have got to go back now and
look at all of our data,” Porter said.

For the last decade, Hoke’s rapid
expansion has changed its demo-
graphics dramatically. The popula-
tion nearly doubled in a short time.
In order to attract them, officials
need to know accurate demographic

information about Hoke County.

Companies looking for a new
place to call home look closely at
factors like population size, aver-
age level of education, median
income and other figures, Porter
said. Providing that information in
an easily accessible way can make a
big difference.

“When they make their decision
to come here, they’re going to make
sure they can make a profit. There-
fore, we have to make sure that our
data’s right from the standpoint of
our websites, to make sure people
can go on there and check it out to
make sure exactly what’s here,” he
said.

Fortunately, Hoke’s unemploy-
ment, median income and other
numbers have been improving over
the last two decades, Porter said.
There’s one aspect, however, that still
needs work: the workforce itself.

“The two long poles in the tent
were incentives and buildings and
sites. Well, nowadays, that order of
priority has flipped. The most im-
portant thing now is workforce de-
velopment. We need smart people,
educated, trained. . .there is a gap
between the jobs and the skills that
we have versus ones that we need,”
Porter said. “That has to be the
focus. When they come in the area,
they want to know what the educa-
tion levels are. Everybody doesn’t
need a four-year degree, but they do
need some certification skills and
that’s where we’re going now.”

Hoke has access to “one of the
best community colleges in the
state” in Sandhills Community Col-

(Continued on page 6)
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Beans Gone Wild’s business plan:

What makes the Highway 401
corridor a good place for business-
es to open their doors? One local
Sfamily is planning to start their first
venture in the Walmart shopping
center at the corner of Highway 401
and Club Pond Road, where many
other businesses including a gym,
tax office and hair salon have al-

Porter

ready moved in. For the McPhauls,
it really was all about location,
location, location.

“ eans Gone Wild” is an
B eye-catching name for a
coffee shop, and that’s
exactly what the McPhaul family of

Raeford is counting on — along with

(Continued from page 5)

lege, and the college’s partnerships
with economic development efforts
and local companies has been — and
will continue to be — an important
factor, Porter said.

“We have to keep them at the
forefront,” he said. “If you don’t
have a quality workforce, that can
send them to another community,
that and a lack of infrastructure.”

Bringing new companies and
jobs to Hoke County is a big part of
his work. Maintaining good rela-
tionships with existing industries
is, too, as losing companies means
losing jobs. Fortunately that hasn’t
been much of an issue, with one
notable exception, Porter said.

“When you look at our industry,
we’ve been able to maintain (exist-
ing companies)...the only gutshot
we’ve had was House of Raeford,
and if you talk to the right people
around here, I don’t think that
would surprise a lot of folks. We’re
so thankful for all they did all those
years, but we have a real gem in
Butterball,” he said. “We always
want new industry because that’s

new tax revenue to help the ones
that are here, but if we spend all our
time trying to catch that one big fish
and all your existing industries are
going out the back door, you’re not
doing too well.”

The future of eastern Hoke
County is still unfolding, but what
about the rest of the county? Will
western Hoke County ever see the
same benefits of growth that the
eastern side has experienced?

It’s a long-term goal, Porter said.

“I'm 70 years old. I don’t know
if I’1l see it while I’m here, but we
would like to see the same type of
growth on the western side. Just be-
cause folks don’t see that emphasis on
it doesn’t mean that we’re not think-
ing about it or that we don’t want to
see the same growth (there),” he said.

In the end, economic development
is a community-wide effort, Porter
said.

“I'm the guy that may be the face
of the organization, and my economic
development board and our local
elected officials, all of us may be the
ones that (are visible). . .at the end of
the day, (it’s) all of us.”

ORTHODONTICS

Experience superior orthodontic
treatment that will keep you smiling.

e Complimentary consultation

e Dr. Griffies experience and care
 Convenient and fun office visits
¢ Professional and caring staff

» Affordable payment plans

» Beautiful smile!

YOUR SMILE IS
OUR EXCELLENCE!

Straighten-Up Orthodontics
Raeford, NC « 910.878.5796

Seven Lakes Orthodontics
West End, NC « 910.673.0820

www.drgriffies.com

heavy foot traffic, a wide variety of
coffees and entertainment offerings
— to help make their new venture a
success.

The new coffee shop, set to open
in late February or early March,
is the brainchild of Shontavia
McPhaul, a college student, mother
and Hoke County High School
graduate. McPhaul conceived the
idea last year and for the last five
months has worked with her family
to put together a business plan full
of excitement and lots of caffeine.

How does she manage to juggle
opening her own business while be-
ing a mom and student?

“God,” she said with a laugh.

While Beans Gone Wild is a new
venture, it’s a concept that McPhaul
and her sister, Vontavia McPhaul,
said will hopefully fill a long-stand-
ing need in the community. Hav-
ing grown up in Hoke County, she
said, it was hard as a youth to find

anything fun to do locally without
going to nearby Fayetteville. A cof-
fee shop can be a welcoming place
for people of all ages to hang out
and enjoy some peace and quiet, or
socialize with their friends.

“I always wanted a coffee lounge
and we have nothing like that her.
We don’t have any kind of lounge
for the youth,” McPhaul said.

Why the corridor?

When she was looking for a loca-
tion to open up her first business, it
was proximity to a large number of
people that was the deciding factor
in McPhaul’s decision to rent space
in the shopping center on Highway
401.

“(We looked for) a place where a
lot of people would be and that’s the
perfect spot. There are thousands
of people who go to Walmart every
day; they ride right past us. That’s
perfect,” she said. “And then we

Field Trips include...
¢ Skating
e Bowling
e Museum visits

e Swimming

e Movies

e Putt-Putt

e Library visits

Join us for some fun in the sun at Forever Kids!
Children ages 6-10 are invited to participate in our Summer Camp
program which includes weekly themes with a variety of indoor and

outdoor activities- plus a weekly field trip!

Cost is $120 a week per child (includes two field trips weekly)
$35 Registration Fee
Please call or stop by for more information
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5073 Rockfish Rd. * Raeford, NC 28376
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excitement and catteine

have the gym right there beside us.”

McPhaul envisions the shop as
a stop for people after the gym, or
a meet-up location for teens after
school and on weekends, or a place
where people traveling to work
along Highway 401 can stop in the
mornings and grab some coffee and
a homemade pastry.

Beans Gone Wild will have
something for everyone, she said.

“We want people to come and
relax and read. We’ll have a place
for kids, for everybody, for college
students. We’ll have live music
and poetry, that’s going to be of-
fered Friday and Saturday nights,”
McPhaul said.

A polished wooden stage sits at
the ready in the middle of the shop,
ready and waiting for musicians,
poets and other artists to come and
perform. Comfortable couches,
tables and chairs line the walls,
making a cozy and inviting space.

The coffee shop will be staffed
by a barista and will offer a wide
variety of drinks and snacks, some
of which will be unique to the busi-
ness.

“We’re going to have coffee from
all over the world, we’re going to
have our own house blend, and dif-
ferent pastries, smoothies. ..some-
thing to cater to everybody, healthy
drinks. We do want to sell oatmeal
in the mornings,” McPhaul said.

The shop will hopefully be
a draw to keep people in Hoke
County. There aren’t many local
options for people looking for a
place to spend some time in a casual
environment, especially for young
people, McPhaul said.

“We have nothing here for our
youth, you have to go to Fayetteville
for everything, and we wanted to
have a place here where our people
can come without having to venture
outside the city,” she said.

JOIN US AT....
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New development

It took months of research and
hard work to bring Beans Gone
Wild from concept to reality. In the
last weeks of February, the family
was hard at work uncapping drink
syrup bottles and preparing the
coffee-making equipment ahead of
the grand opening.

There wasn’t anything in particu-
lar that proved to be a roadblock to
progressing toward opening their
new business, but the permitting
process did turn out to be compli-
cated and time-consuming.

“It was a lot more tedious than
we thought; it was not as straight-
forward as we wanted it to be,”
McPhaul said.

“But nothing too difficult,” she
added.

The family plans to run the shop

to open.

ThA

The McPhaul family has been hard at work geing the new coffee shop ready

“There are thousands of
people who go to Walmart
Wde rigM

at’s perfect.” — Shontavia

McPhaul, owner of Beans Gone
Wild coffee shop

themselves, at least at first.

“As we grow, we might have to
hire outside, but right now, we’re
fully staffed,” McPhaul said.

While they’re still working on
opening the first storefront, the
Beans Gone Wild name brand could
eventually be serving customers in
more than one location. They hope
to eventually branch out with other
stores.

What advice would McPhaul of-
fer to others who hope to open their
own business?

“Be it before you see it. You have
to envision it before it comes true,”’
she said.

e AR
; - I\,_:
- -
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The polished wooden counter in Beans ( GoeWiId was made by hand and will

be serving customers soon.
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For LREMC, moving to corridor was logical step

The Lumbee River Electric
Membership Corporation has about
14,000 customers in Hoke County,
many of them in eastern Hoke.
When it came time to consider
building a new customer service
center, the company’s leadership
didn’t hesitate to break ground on
a site in the Highway 401 corridor.
LREMC’s experience as a (non-
profit) business is one example of
how residential growth can influ-
ence commercial growth, and why
the 401 corridor is an attractive
place for companies to build.

andy Grove Middle was the
S first LEED-certified school

in Hoke County, but Lum-
bee River EMC’s new local head-
quarters will go down in the history
books as the first LEED Platinum
net-positive utility structure in the
entire United States.

From the solar panels on the
roof and in a nearby field to the
geothermal heating and cooling
system, the $6.9 million investment
was constructed not only to provide
service for customers but also to be
a living laboratory. But the main
reason LREMC officials decided
to close their other two locations
in Hoke County and shift a lot of
resources to the new facility was
because of the draw of the Highway
401 corridor, and how the county’s
growth has impacted the company’s
business.

Previously, the work crews that
installed and maintained power
lines for the county were based

inRed Springs, according to compa-
ny marketing and economic devel-
opment director Walter White. The
line crews were coming into eastern
Hoke more and more to install lines
in new subdivisions in the area, and
also returned to perform mainte-
nance or replace lines taken down in
storms.

Eventually, it became clear that
it would be easier to have them
stationed in the area, White said.

“It’s kind of a central location in
the middle of everything that’s go-
ing on,” he said.

If the environmentally friendly
setup sounds familiar, it’s because
the same company that worked to
engineer Sandy Grove Middle’s cut-
ting-edge technology also worked
to build the LREMC facility. Like
the middle school, the new LREMC
building is also an opportunity for
people to learn about new energy
technology.

“This is a building that we use
not only to provide service to our
membership, but also an opportu-
nity to provide some educational
opportunities to folks about various
technologies,” White said.

The building itself is designed
with self-dimming lights and a wifi-
enabled technology conference cen-
ter that allows workers in the field
to perform teleconferencing with
people in the office to more quickly
diagnosed and fix problems. The
building also has redundant energy
systems including natural gas and
typical electric service so that in the
event of a storm, the company will
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The new North Center on ighway 401 celebrate its open house last week.

The facility represents a $6.9 million investment for the company.

have power to help keep customers’
lights on, too.

“We do a little bit of everything
from here. We do new construction,

we do maintenance, we respond to
outages from here. Everything that
we do from our corporate office in
Red Springs, we do from this facil-
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ity,” White said.

The facility has a warehouse
attached that stores equipment like
replacement transformers and other

Shining a light

LREMC has been around since
1940 and actually got its start in
Hoke County. The cooperative has
about 51,900 customers total in
several counties in the region. Its
headquarters is still in Red Springs,
with other offices in Laurinburg,
Lumberton and Fairmont.

LREMC doesn’t produce its own
energy. Like other cooperatives, it
buys its energy from a larger pro-
ducer — in this case, Duke Energy.

The cooperative members own
LREMC. That means the business
can operate in a different way, with
a focus on reinvesting into the com-
munity, White said.

LREMC works to be active in
the community. The cooperative
was able to provide over $1 million
in USDA funding for the county’s
sewer expansion project, helping
to bring a different kind of utility

service than the one it typically pro-
vides to Hoke County. County of-
ficials hope that the expanded sewer
and wastewater treatment plant will
help bring more economic develop-
ment to Hoke in the near future.

In return, that’s good for
LREMC, White said.

“From an economic development
standpoint, we try to stay in touch
with our communities we serve.
Obviously if the community grows,
we grow,” he said.

“It’s real rewarding being able
to see the quality of life for every-
body in Hoke County raising up as
a result of our activities, knowing
people are able to get off failing
septic systems and things like that,
providing quality drinking water to
people who might not have had it
before. It also provides the abil-
ity for economic development, for
jobs to appear and things like that,
so this is all great from a company
standpoint.”

Right now the cooperative is
working with Puppy Creek Fire
Department to help the department

get a new ladder truck to provide
fire protection to the new, taller
buildings in the eastern part of the
county.

“That saves the people in our
area about $750,000 a year in home
insurance, having the quality of fire
protection we have through that fire
department,” White said.

All things considered, the fu-

ture is bright for LREMC in Hoke
County. The cooperative just
celebrated its 75th anniversary last
year, and plans to stay going strong
for many more years to come.

“We started out providing service
in a very rural (area), it was farmers
and farmhouses, and obviously now
we’re serving the 401 corridor,”
White said.

The new facility has some
cutting-edge technology
including solar panels and
geothermal heating and
cooling.
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North Carolina Farm Bureau Auto Insurance cares about your community because we’re a part of your community.
From Antonio to Zachary, From Amanda to Zoé, helping you is what we do best.

Ricky L. Sandy, LUTCF

Agency Manager

Cindy Kilpatrick, LUTCF

Agent

*Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS
*North Carolina Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Co.
*Farm Bureau® Insurance of North Carolina, Inc.

NCMLPR42388

Brandon Hunt

Agent

Byron Jones, LUTCF
Agent

*An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

Hoke County Farm Bureau

520 Harris Ave.
Raeford, North Carolina 28376

910-875-4091

An Authorized Agency for

BlueCross BlueShield
of North Carolina

FARM
BUREAU

INSURANCE

®
Auto - Home - Life - Health - Banking
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WE'RE CELEBRATING OUR

25th ANNIVERSARY

BY REWARDING EVERYDAY HEROES!!

Our founding mission in 1991 was to be of service to those who serve
our country in our hometown of Fayetteville, NC.

In our 25th year, we celebrate heroes of all kinds, mothers, nurses,
waitresses, bank tellers, and even grandpas in North and South Carolina,
so we're giving away $200 per day for 25 days starting April 1.

Go to HHhomes.com/everydayheroes and nominate your hero.

Nominate Yours Here:
HHhomes.com/everydayheroes
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Why 1s sewer service so important’?

Many people don'’t realize utility
development is closely connected
to economic development, until a
municipality begins work on its
own wastewater treatment plant
and discussion begins on where to
put the lines so they will offer the
greatest benefit to businesses and
homes. The Hoke County Board of
Commissioners worked for the bet-
ter part of a decade to get approval
and financing and finally complete
construction on the county’s new
wastewater treatment plant. The
facility got up and running late last
year under contract with Envirolink,
a utilities management company.

en the Hoke County
Board of Commis-
sioners lifted the first

shovelfuls of dirt at the site near
Rockfish Creek destined to become
the county’s first wastewater treat-
ment plant, it was the beginning of

the end of a long road blocked at
times by bureaucratic red tape and
funding difficulties.

Commissioners worked on
the $18 million sewer project for
more than six years before they
were able to dig their ceremonial
shovels into the ground to kick off
the construction project in August
2014, with the hopes that provid-
ing sewer service to more parts of
the county would encourage further
growth, especially commercial and
industrial expansion. The county’s
new treatment plant started operat-
ing in late 2015 and today is online
with plenty of capacity to provide
service.

But why is sewer service so im-
portant to economic development?
And what is its relationship to the
Highway 401 corridor?

A long process
Principal engineer Adam Kiker

RAINBOW

17 Pediatrics

of Raeford
Sky Center e 142 Paraclete Dr. « Raeford, NC 28376
(next to Indoor Skydiving)
www.rainbowpeds.net
910-904-0404

of LKC Engineering, based in Ab-
erdeen, has worked with the county
for the last three years on planning
and overseeing the construction of
the wastewater treatment plant and
sewer lines.

“Our firm was hired in 2013 to
provide construction management
and construction services for what
the county calls the Phase 1B sewer
project, which is just a fancy name
for it, the wastewater treatment
plant and the regional sewer collec-
tion system to serve that corridor,”
Kiker said.

The county started working
toward the wastewater plant almost
a decade ago now, shortly after the
growth from the Base Realignment
and Closure Act started making its
presence known in the eastern part
of the county. Officials wanted to
deal with what was coming and
plan for the future needs, at a time
when most of the homes and busi-
nesses were forced to use septic
systems.

“It was a combination of reacting
to and planning for what was going
on in that part of Hoke County, it
wasn’t just the 401 corridor, and
they put this project together. It was
controlling their own destiny with
this sewer system and the benefit of
owning and operating a treatment
plant, and they began to formulate a
project of this size,” Kiker said.

Now open: the wastewater treatment plant.

The wastewater treatment plant
the commissioners approved is able
to process about 1.5 million gallons
of wastewater a day, and the expan-
sion added over 10 miles of sewer
line to the county’s existing infra-
structure.

There were a few hurdles — com-
mon for projects like this one, Kiker
said — but in the end, the county got
its new treatment plant. From an
engineering viewpoint, the facility
is strong and built to last and also
expandable if the county outgrows
its capacity in the future, he said.

Relationship to development

Hoke and Raeford officials have
repeatedly expressed their hopes
that expanded utilities service will
attract new development, especially
commercial and industrial develop-
ment, in the county. Building the
new treatment plant has certainly
put Hoke in position to benefit from
that, Kiker said.

“I think most folks will agree that
strong water and infrastructure is a
foundation for economic growth,”
he said. “In our opinion, Hoke
County is well poised to attract
businesses along that corridor. They
have the utilities available. I think
that the highway infrastructure is
strong in that area, and it’s not too
far from Fayetteville’s airports.”
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

There’s also access to natural gas
and railway service in the area, key
things that industries like, Kiker said.

Two of the county’s first and larg-
est customers for the new system
are the FirstHealth and Cape Fear
Valley Hoke hospitals, both located
in the heart of the Highway 401
corridor.

“Specifically to the 401 corridor,
just from a utilities standpoint, I
think that the county recognized
what was coming and the county
also had the foresight to recognize
that Hoke County is not an urban
county...however, there was no
denying that that part, the northeast-
ern corner of the county, was going
to become an urban corridor,” Kiker
said.

Predicting the growth to come,
county leaders designated the corri-
dor part of an “urban services area.”
An urban services area is defined as
“areas in and around existing com-
munities which are most suitable
for urban development and capable
of being provided with a full range
of urban services. The urban service
area boundaries represent the outer
limits of planned urban growth over
a long-term period,” according to
the Capital Area Regional Planning
company.

The commissioners felt that hav-
ing hundreds, if not thousands, of
homes and businesses building in
the area and putting in septic tanks
for each new development was not
the best possible outcome, Kiker
said.

A big reason for that is that
providing utility services in an area
is a big draw for economic develop-
ment. Companies that are looking

The waste treatment plant, on Ellis Rblad. in A;‘abia..

Why 1s sewer service so important?

to locate to an area — whether it’s a
restaurant, shopping center, profes-
sional office building, or other type
of business — have to have access to
utilities. Being able to hook on to a
municipality’s sewer service is an
easy way to add a checkmark on the
list of reasons to choose a certain
location to open a new business or
construct a housing development.

“As businesses have come and
as they continue to come, sewer is
close by,” Kiker said.

A unique, but familiar; situation

Hoke County is unique in its
explosive growth, which for several
years had it at the top of the list of
fastest-growing counties not only in
North Carolina but also in the entire
United States.

“The type of growth that Hoke
County has experienced is not very
common, especially in what was for
years a predominantly rural county,”
Kiker said.

Some cities in the areas of Meck-
lenburg and Wake counties have ex-
perienced tremendous growth over
the last decade, too, but it wasn’t
spurred by a single event that drove
the population up at a rapid pace.

Investing in the infrastructure to
support an urban services area could
have positives for the environment,
too.

“It’s an area of Hoke County
where they intend to have more
urban services. They would like to
prevent private septic systems from
going in. There’s lots of environ-
mental benefits to that, and land
planning benefits to having public
sewer,” Kiker said. “They wanted
that area of Hoke County to have
stronger public infrastructure.”

Now, the plant is fully opera-
tional and has been up and running
since October 2015. The commis-
sioners added a last-minute design
change to the plant that pushed its
construction time over by a few
months, in the hopes that the ad-
dition will save the county money
further down the line. The engineer-
ing company was able to use about
$800,000 in grant money left over
in the contingency fund, so that the
county didn’t end up having to re-
turn the unused funds to the grantor,

to pay for the belt press.

“As the community grows, it will
save the county considerable dollars
every year in operational costs,”
Kiker said.

The system is built with addition-
al expansion in mind further down
the road, and for many people in
eastern Hoke County who are still
on septic tanks, the question is now
where additional sewer lines will
go, and when they’ll be added.

The wastewater plant is the first
piece of the puzzle, Kiker said.

/

Connell Real Estate

201 HHARRIS AVENUE
RAEFORD, NC 28376

Your Local
Raeford-Hoke County
Real Estate Company For 40+ Years

*Residential Home Sales
*Commercial Sales & Rentals

eFarm & Land Sales
*Rental & Property Management

Onr Experience
Separates U s From
The Rest

N\

Tracy Davis-Gibson, Broker-Owner
Tammy Pandure, Broker/ Property Manager
Kelley Spahr, Broker « Chantal Thomas, Broker
Jessica Bassett, Property Manager

www.connellrealestatenc.com @
= Office: (910) 875-8305 ]
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fter years of plan-
ning, court battles and
finally construction,

Hoke County finally has its long-
awaited hospitals.

Cape Fear Valley Health’s
Hoke hospital at the Health
Pavilion opened in 2015 and this
month celebrates its one-year
anniversary of providing emer-
gency services and inpatient care
to Hoke residents. The facility’s
outpatient offices have been pro-
viding everything from primary
care to pharmacy services for
much longer.

While the 24-hour emergency
room and 48-bed inpatient sec-
tion is open, one part of the hos-
pital is still a work in progress.
The labor and delivery floor has
yet to open due to difficulties in
finding the right staff members
to provide care to new mothers
and their infants.

Hoke hospitals anchor growth

FirstHealth of the Carolinas’
Hoke County campus hospital
opened in October 2013, and
besides emergency treatment
and inpatient care, it also of-
fers a wide variety of outpatient
services. From a wound care
center and primary doctors’ of-
fices to an operating room for
routine surgeries, the hospital is
able to help keep Hoke residents
healthy.

Economic development of-
ficials predict that additional pri-
vate healthcare offices will begin
to build new facilities in the area
around the hospitals. Cape Fear
Orthopedics and Rainbow Pedi-
atrics are two of the businesses
that have moved into the Sky
Center office building next to the
Paraclete XP wind tunnel, and
a dentist’s office is planning to
build a new center in the vicinity,
too, officials reported.

Sandhills

- ‘\L

pediatrics

{_
&,

Butterball: A new turkey in town

osing the House of
LRaeford’s operations in
Hoke County was what

county economic developer Don
Porter described as a “gut shot”
to the local economy. The slaugh-
terhouse, which closed in 2013,
and then the further processing
plant, which closed in late 2014,
provided nearly 1,500 jobs to
people in Hoke and surrounding
counties for decades before the
company decided to restructure
its operations and begin focusing
on producing chickens instead of
turkeys.

However, a new poultry giant
stepped up to the table in 2015.

The Butterball company bought
the further processing plant in Feb-
ruary of last year, and immediately
set to work renovating the facility.
The company initially announced
plans to invest about $26 million
into the plant and create about 350
jobs but, later in the year, revised
those numbers upward.

“When all is said and done on
this first phase, and I will tell you
it is a first phase, we will have put
close to $55 million into this facil-
ity,” Butterball Chief Operations
Officer Joe Nally said in Novem-
ber 2015.

The company decided to add ad-
ditional processing lines to the lo-
cal facility, which also meant more
new jobs for the area. Eventually,
the plant will provide between 500
and 600 jobs.

The company also signed on as
a major sponsor of the first-annual
North Carolina Poultry Festival,
held in September 2015 — the
evolved version of the former
North Carolina Turkey Festival.

The company made such a posi-
tive impact in the community when
it moved in that the Lumbee River
EMC presented Butterball with
an award for its dedication, even
though it has been operating the
plant in Hoke County for less than
a year.

116-A Campus Ave., Raeford, NC 28376
M-F 8am-5pm « 910-565-1578

Early Bird Walk-in Clinic
M-F 8am-8:30am

195 West lllinois Ave., Southern Pines, NC 28387
M-F 7:45am-5pm ¢+ 910-692-2444

Early Bird Walk-in Clinic*

Saturdays
8am-12pm

Early Bird Walk-in Clinic

M-F 7:45am-8:15am
*only for simple, acute problems

Evening Clinic for Sick Visits
M-F 5pm-7pm

Sundays

1:30pm-3pm

155 Grant St., Seven Lakes, NC 27376
M-F 7:45am-5pm * 910-673-1600

M-F 7:45am-8:15am <«
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Tyton Biofuels bought the plant two years ago and opel-“at-ed it for a few
months before halting production.

Biofuel plant once
again goes dark

en the Tyton energy
company based out
of Danville, Vir-

ginia bought North Carolina’s first
ethanol plant in 2014 for a frac-
tion of its original cost to build, the
company announced plans to work
with Cross Creek Seed to develop
a strain of nicotine-free tobacco to
use as a feed stock to make biofuel
products.

While that’s still a project in
development, the company invested
money and manpower into getting
the facility up and running again,
eventually restarting biofuel pro-
duction several months ago using
the typical corn feedstock that its
predecessor, Clean Burn Fuels,
worked with.

However, in January the compa-
ny ran into some of the same issues
that the original plant owner expe-
rienced. High natural gas prices,
high corn prices and low gasoline

prices — and a bad year for local
corn farmers — added up to financial
difficulties, and Tyton Biofuels laid
off about half its staff and idled the
plant.

It’s not a permanent closure,
however, according to plant man-
ager Richard Brehm. The compa-
ny does plan to restart production
at some point in the future and
may be able to hire back some of
its staff.

“We deeply regret the necessity
of taking this action. We hope that
we may be able to return to normal
operations in the near term at which
time we will consider reemploying
Raeford staff that are being laid off
should they be available,” Brehm
wrote in a letter to employees in
January. “We continue to believe
in the long term potential for the
Raeford facility and the economic
potential for ethanol in North Caro-
lina.”

Dial 911 for emergencies

Hoke County Government Of-
fices: 875-8751

Raeford Government Offices:
875-8161

Hoke County Sheriff’s Office:
875-5111

Raeford Police Department: 875-
4251

Hoke County Public Schools:

Usetul local phone numbers

875-4106

Parks and Recreation: 875-4035

Hoke County Public Library:
875-2502

Senior Services: 875-8588

FirstHealth Center for Health and
Fitness: 904-7400

Hoke Area Transportation Ser-
vice: 875-8696

Raeford Eye Clinic marks

30 years

ptome-
trist Dr.
Tom

Inman and his staff
at Raeford Eye
Clinic have been
providing eye care
for Hoke County
residents for many
years and in 2016

will celebrate a
milestone anniver-
sary.

Inman has
worked as an optometrist for almost
35 years now, and he founded the
local clinic in 1986. He and his staff
have now been in business provid-
ing exams, glasses and eye health
care services for three decades.

Raeford Eye Clinic first got its
start in a small office that original-
ly belonged to Dr. Bob Townsend.
Over the years, the clinic has

loir

Serving Hok

eye problems.

We make sure they’

your doctor’s specifications!

Prescriptions * Health Care Supplies * Fragrances
Greeting Cards * Gift Items * Public Fax Available
Drop Off/Pick Up Window

We Accept TriCare, Champus and

All Major Insurance

Drive
Thru

Saturday 8:30
Window

Optometrist Dr.Tom Inman and optician Suzanne
Balfour work with advanced technology to diagnose

ion o i

Your over-the-counter medications and
prescriptions are as important to us as you are!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 7:00 pm

Howell Drug

311 Teal Drive ® Raeford

875-3365

NOW REQUEST REFILLS ONLINE WITH YOUR
SMART PHONE, MOBILE DEVICE OR COMPUTER
VISIT: www.howelldrug.com

Tom Howell,

expanded its services and clientele
enough that Inman had to move to
a much larger space on Main Street
in Raeford.

The practice sees more than 40
people per day and can address a
wide range of ailments, including
monitoring for glaucoma and pro-
viding glasses or contact lenses for
people with vision trouble.

re filled exactly to k
Including Medicaid

am - 1:00 pm

|

Pharmacist
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